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FAIR-FACED CONCRETE IN PURE FORM: FORMING PROJECTS SUCCESSFULLY
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Fair-faced concrete pro-  
jects are an architectural 
speciality and are in-  
creasingly coming to  
the fore in demanding  
construction projects.  
With this special edition  
of the betoplan_REPORT,  
we would like to focus

on concrete projects that demonstrate the diversity  
possible when designing with fair-face concrete – 
whether as in-situ concrete or in the precast factory. 

Over the past few years, the range of possible imple-
mentations has become increasingly diverse. Increas-
ingly unusual solutions are opening up completely new 
options for planners and architects in the realisation of 
a wide variety of projects. From the high-quality fair-
faced concrete surfaces presented, to the technically 
demanding hydraulic structures: Westag & Getalit AG 
supports its partners in planning and realising these 
various challenges. 

The construction of the new head office for  
HeidelbergCement AG is a very special example to 
demonstrate the efficiency of the building material. 
The spectacular column concreting shows the result  
of a perfect coordination of formwork, concrete,  
and concrete placement on site. 

The construction of the new Merck AG Innovation 
Center in Darmstadt, which was particularly demand-
ing due to the high planning requirements, was just  
as extraordinary. 

In addition, we present you with further insights into 
various projects, each of which focused on completely 
different challenges. One example is the use of high- 
quality precast concrete elements in the construction 
of the “Eastsite” office park in Mannheim, or the 

“Futurium” project in Berlin, in which black fair-faced 
concrete surfaces characterise the inner appearance  
of the building. 

Let yourself be inspired by the impressions of the  
projects presented here. We are happy to answer  
any questions you may have about the formwork 
panels and solutions. We look forward to the diverse 
projects and tasks in which we will be happy to  
support you with our comprehensive consulting 
services in formwork construction. With our product 
portfolio of large-area formwork panels tailored to  
the specific requirements, we will always offer you  
a suitable solution.

Kay-Henrik von der Heide
Head of Sales D/A/CH for the  
Finishes/Elements Business Unit

THIS IS WESTAG & GETALIT THE RIGHT FORMWORK PANEL 
FOR EVERY PROJECT!

EXTENSIVE EXPERTISE 
AND ALWAYS REINTERPRETED:

FORMWORK SOLUTIONS FROM ONE OF THE LEADING SURFACE AND LAMINATE EXPERTS

Due to the growing variety of our high-quality products  
and the expansion of our product line, 

we have been manufacturing at two locations SINCE 1974: 
in RHEDA-WIEDENBRÜCK and WADERSLOH.

2
SITES

€233
MILLION

IN REVENUE
In the 2018 business year, we generated

TURNOVER OF €233 MILLION.

58TRAINEES
We are a forward-looking company that
believes in FIRST-CLASS TRAINING FOR
EMPLOYEES across every department. 
We offer a wide range of training opportunities
and currently employ 58 trainees.

FOUNDING

The origins of our company go back 
a long way. 
Established on 7 DECEMBER 1901,
Westag & Getalit AG is now a 
company of the Broadview Group.

Westag & Getalit AG has a workforce of 
over 1,300 employees. They have been with 
the company an average of 18 YEARS and 
live according to its philosophy whilst simul-
taneously helping to shape that philosophy.

APPROXIMATELY

EMPLOYEES

«

»

Our sales activities 
focus on Europe. 

It goes without 
saying that we 

also market 
our products 
WORLDWIDE.

DISTRI-
BUTION
IN MORE 
THAN 

50 COUNTRIES

32
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New HeidelbergCement AG headquarters building 
Heidelberg, 2019

FORMWORK SOLUTIONS 
FOR LARGE, HIGH-QUALITY,  
FAIR-FACED CONCRETE  
SURFACES
Betoplan Top MF

Client: HeidelbergCement AG 
General planner: AS+P Albert Speer + Partner GmbH, Frankfurt 
Project management:  W+ Architektur und Ingenieurgesellschaft,  

Heidelberg
Management: Diringer & Scheidel, Mannheim
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Perfect fair-faced concrete: this challenge was central to the concrete  

engineering activities in the construction of the new HeidelbergCement AG 

headquarters. The aim of the construction materials manufacturer was to 

demonstrate its own building materials and their efficiency.  

Westag & Getalit AG’s optimal formwork shell and formwork expertise helped 

the project to achieve superb fair-faced concrete.

The cornerstone for the new corporate headquar-
ters was laid in Heidelberg at the end of June 2017. 
The headquarters, consisting of three cubic building 
sections staggered in height, is located on the site of 
the former headquarters, which had previously been 
demolished. It was too small and was no longer fit  
for purpose. The approx. 800 employees are being 
temporarily accommodated elsewhere in the city.

Built to DGNB platinum standard
The structural work on Berliner Straße was completed 
in November 2018. The five-storey functional building 
will be ready for occupancy in 2020. The shell was 
constructed by the Mannheim company Diringer & 

Scheidel according to the plans of the Frankfurt office 
AS+P Albert Speer + Partner GmbH, responsible as 
general planner for planning, tendering and site super-
vision of the new corporate headquarters. 

It was built to the DGNB platinum standard of the Ger-
man Society for Sustainable Construction. The building 
is based on a floor slab up to 110 cm thick. It has a 
gross floor area of 50,000 m² and the converted space 
amounts to 200,000 m³. Heidelberger Beton Kurpfalz 
supplied a total of 32,000 m³ of concrete (classes SB2 
and SB4). The required white cement came from its 
subsidiary Italcementi, and almost 7,000 tonnes of 
steel were used.

Plane surfaces achieved with Betoplan Top MF
Westag & Getalit AG Area Manager Michael Hörmann 
regularly supervised the construction site and was 
able to support Senior Site Manager Matthias Schmitt 
and Site Manager Timo Weiss with detailed questions 
on the subject of formwork. According to Hörmann, 
Betoplan Top MF meets the standards for all smooth, 
jointless concrete surfaces with high requirements in 
accordance with DIN 18202/3 for SB4-SHK3. It pro-
vides remarkably flat, matt concrete surfaces even 
when used regularly. The large-surface formwork shell 
has a coating of 550 g/m² on each side, including 
the fibre fleece which serves as a buffer.

Special dimensions were required due to the cubature. 
Betoplan Top MF was used here in the formats 4.00 × 
2.00 m, 5.20 × 2.00 m and 5.50 × 2.50 m, with a total 
of 3,800 m² of board material. As reported by Senior 
Site Manager Matthias Schmitt, the manufacturer Peri, 
which was entrusted with the construction of the 

formwork, took into account various measures  
recommended by Westag. This included the use of 
special, 3 mm-thick joint tape to ensure the edges 
were sealed properly. The formwork was stored 
upright and in a weatherproof area, not without a 
positive effect. “Up to eight uses could be achieved 
with the Betoplan Top MF formwork shell, also thanks 
to the thorough preparatory work of the Fair-faced 
Concrete team. And the fine polishing and oiling of 
the formwork shell were part and parcel of it,” adds 
Matthias Schmitt.

Formwork shell insensitive to spalling
In the warmer months, the Betoplan Top MF proved  
to be less sensitive to spalling. Before the reinforce-
ment work, foil was used to protect the formwork  
on the fair-faced concrete side against dirt. After  
the reinforcement work, this is then removed before 
concreting.
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A special self-adhesive liner protects the exposed con-
crete surfaces. Later, the pores close to the surface are 
coated with a hydrophobic layer to prevent the ingress 
of moisture.

The Betoplan Top MF was used, among other things, 
to form the radial beams. Michael Hörmann: “The 
reinforcement work was initially carried out on a small 
wooden construction plus foil, so that the surface of 
the formwork shell didn’t get scratched. The complete 
reinforcement was then lifted, the wooden construc-
tion was removed and the reinforcement was lowered 
onto the spacers. Only then does the assembly of the 
side parts take place. All the beams were concreted in 
a single pour without joints.”

Premiere for spectacular column concreting
The technical concrete highlight and eye-catcher  
within the foyer, according to Project Manager Tobias  
Walter of the Heidelberg architectural firm w+, are  
11 metre-tall interlocking columns. There are three of 
them. They carry the load of the 1200 tonne, 700 m² 
foyer ceiling. A self-compacting SB4 fine concrete  
with a maximum grain size of 8 mm was also used  
for this project. The concrete was pressed from below 
into the steel formwork of the columns.

Ingo Lothmann, Product Manager and Fair-Faced  
Concrete Coordinator at Heidelberger Beton adds: 

“Both the construction and the steel formwork, as well 
as the technique of pressing into the mould, exhaust-

ed almost everything that is currently possible in 
concrete technology. Three pump hoses docked to the 
gate valves were used to pump up to the maximum 
formwork pressure of 200 kN. The formwork pressure 
monitoring was carried out with new measuring tech-
nology that was used for the first time in Germany.”

Fair-faced concrete team masters  
technical processes
As a matter of course, the extreme C50/C60 strengths 
and the fair-faced concrete class SB4 are very time 
consuming and require a great deal of technological 
effort. In order to avoid or counteract possible con-
crete issues during the delivery of materials, concrete 
production, formwork and placing of the concrete, 
a fair-faced concrete team under the leadership of 
Ingo Lothmann was appointed. Its consistently good 
work is ultimately reflected in the appearance of the 
concrete.

Distinctive appearance –  
intelligent energy concept  
An intelligent energy concept (groundwater is used for 
heating and cooling), the transparent glass facade and 
the bold concrete aesthetics will give the functional 
building a special touch. The new head office will 
visually enrich Heidelberg’s tranquil architecture with 
its striking appearance.

For more information on this topic, please see 
our website www.westag-getalit.com.
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In Berlin-Mitte, north of the central station, the 
Europacity area is becoming increasingly dense 
with dominant, fair-faced concrete buildings and 
filigree facades. One example is the commercial 
building on the waterfront promenade of the 
Spandauer Schifffahrtskanal, built by the Swiss 
company Ernst Basler + Partner. 

The formwork material by Westag & Getalit AG  
shapes the visible surfaces inside and on the facade  
of the building, and thus the effect of the building:  

“The striking, fair-faced concrete surface areas  
combined with the large glazed floors support the 
openness of the building,” according to the architects. 
The proven large-surface formwork panel Magnoplan 
has been equipped with the same melamine film as 
the Betoplan Top MF. It could thus be used for ceiling 
applications as a cost-effective formwork panel with 
improved mechanical properties and longer service 
life. Visually identical concrete surfaces could also be 
achieved in walls, facades and ceilings.

Ernst Basler KunstCampus 
Berlin, 2016

FORMWORK SOLUTIONS  
FOR UNIFORM CONCRETE SURFACES
OF THE HIGHEST QUALITY
Betoplan Top MF, Magnoplan MF

Client: Ernst Basler & Partner 
Architect: Miller & Maranta, Switzerland
Management: Dechant Hoch- und Ingenieurbau GmbH (dhib), Weismain
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 Read more about this project in the betoplan_REPORT Edition 2, April 2016.

10 11



betoplan_REPORT    SPECIAL EDITION SPECIAL EDITION    betoplan_REPORT

Free thinking versus strict order. Architect  
Daniel Libeskind made this idea a reality with his 
design of the central building of the Leuphana 
University of Lüneburg. 

Inclined exterior walls and columns dominate the 
eight-storey building. The project required sophisti-
cated structural design, preparation, formwork and 
concrete processing. The viewer experiences very viv-
idly the capabilities of concrete as a building material. 

“The different inclination angles of the walls, their fili-
gree shapes, the dimensions, the sometimes extreme 
reinforcement in the concrete, as well as the narrow 
tolerances were the special features of this project,” 
Site Manager Sebastian Hering explains the challenges. 
In the entrance area, for example, fair-faced concrete 
surfaces of requirement SB 4 extend over four floors. 

“We always see fair-faced concrete as a team effort. It 
was clear to us that the right formwork shell would 
support us well on our way to achieving good results,” 
Project Manager Daniel Haarmann summarises the 
close cooperation, including with Westag Technical 
Advisor Gerd Ploeger.

Leuphana University of Lüneburg, central building 
Lüneburg, 2017

FORMWORK SOLUTIONS  
FOR SOPHISTICATED GEOMETRIES
Betoplan Top

Client: Stiftung Universität Lüneburg 
Architects:  Daniel Libeskind, Berlin 

rw+ Architekten, Berlin
Management:  Pätzold GmbH, Goslar 

Kümper + Schwarze GmbH, Wolfenbüttel
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 Read more about this project in the betoplan_REPORT Edition 1, November 2015.
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Can architecture help to initiate new ideas and 
promote creative interaction? The answer to this 
question is easy when you take in the Merck 
Innovation Center: curved lines, inspiring room 
heights, variable surfaces, open geometry and  
an abundance of fair-faced concrete. 

As many different factors influence the quality of  
fair-faced concrete, with the right formwork shell, 
interactions on the construction site can be better  
controlled. The surface’s high mechanical resistance 
and the UV-resistance of the Betoplan Top MF made  
a robust, but even concrete surface possible. Due to 
the sometimes very tight radii, the formwork shell  
was milled with millimetre precision using CNC- 
controlled machines. 

“This folded, origami-like order in the building,  
together with the cast of the centre by the stages, 
creates a unique, creative centre,” the project  
manager at HENN describes the dynamic of the  
building cast in fair-faced concrete.

Merck Innovation Center 
Darmstadt, 2018

FORMWORK SOLUTIONS  
FOR EXTRAORDINARY SHAPES
IN FAIR-FACED CONCRETE
Betoplan Top MF

Client: Merck KGaA 
Architect: HENN GmbH, Berlin
Management: Ed. Züblin AG, Stuttgart
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A solitary building with a large, shimmering  
black shop window overlooking the Reichstag. 
3,500 square metres of black, fair-faced concrete 
give the interior of the exhibition areas an  
almost sacred appearance. 

“With their shades of anthracite-black and uniform, 
matt surface, the exposed concrete walls in the  
exhibition areas, up to 11 metres high, provide  
the architectural framework for object and media  
presentations,” explains Christoph Richter (Richter 
Musikowski GmbH). The concrete surfaces are the 
result of intensive and successful tests in which the  
optimum formwork shell played a decisive role. A  
Westag RS Special with a sanded and absorbent  
surface was used. After concreting of the test walls 
had already yielded decent results, those responsible 
praised the excellent results visible here too after  
striking the first larger wall sections. BAM Site  
Manager Volker Engel: “Coloured lightweight con-
crete is, without a doubt, always a major challenge.  
It worked well here because the team and the material 
were well coordinated.”

Futurium 
Berlin, 2017

FORMWORK SOLUTIONS  
FOR BLACK, FAIR-FACED CONCRETE
RS Special

Client: Institute for Federal Real Estate (BImA) 
Architect: Richter Musikowski GmbH, Berlin
Management: BAM Deutschland AG, Stuttgart

 Read more about this project in the betoplan_REPORT Edition 5, June 2018.
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Two-coloured, large-scale sandwich elements 
characterise the appearance of the five-storey 
office building Eastsite IV. The specially designed 
architectural concrete mix in anthracite and white 
was used to match the buildings of the office 
park in the immediate vicinity. 

Precast architectural concrete elements are among 
Dreßler Bau’s specialities. In the field of architectural 
concrete, the company created an innovative three- 
layer textile concrete facade element with an outer 
shell with a thickness of only 30 mm. The visual effect 
promised to be particularly impressive. Daniel Stanik, 
Plant Manager at Dreßler Bau: “The mock-up as a 
sample element provided us with a preview of the 
anticipated surface quality. We noticed that the veneer 
structure was visible after stripping. You couldn’t feel 
it, but visually it affected the result. Due to the high 
demands for surface quality, Westag & Getalit AG 
developed an even higher quality plate type for us.” 
The resulting Betoplan Top MF has since become the 
benchmark in the fair-faced concrete sector.

Eastsite IV, Eastsite XI 
Mannheim, 2013 and 2018

FORMWORK SOLUTIONS  
FOR PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL  
CONCRETE ELEMENTS
Betoplan Top MF

Client: B.A.U. GmbH & Co. KG, Mannheim 
Architect: Fischer Architekten, Mannheim
Precast concrete elements: Dreßler Bau GmbH, Stockstadt am Main
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The highest demands were placed 
on texture and colour uniformity: 
lowest possible porosity, no 
bleeding, largely invisible formwork 
joints and a sharp-edged profile. 
The anthracite and white concrete 
are acid-washed. The surfaces are 
given a hydrophobic layer, so that 
no moisture can ingress into the 
capillaries. The elements installed 
in the lower areas are addition-
ally protected against graffiti. Six 
hundred and fifty m³ of concrete 
were used for the 168 elements 
of Eastsite IV. They were manu-
factured at the Dreßler precast 
element plant in Stockstadt am 
Main and installed by experienced 
assembly teams. 
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